
DIRE CTORY OF S ERVI C ES
E MERGEN CIE S - Call 911

211 First Call  for Help (24 H our Cri sis Lin e) Call 211 or 954 -537 -0211
211-broward.org
Spectrum Program (Addiction Information & Treatment) 954-777-2977
Sun Serve (LGBTQ) Social Service Agency 954-764-5150
www.lgbtcenters.org
Crim es Compen sation (Attorn ey General ) 800 -226 -6667
Myfloridalegal.com/victim
Women in Distr es s (Full Service Domestic Violence Center) 954 -761 -1133
www.womenindistress.org
KID Broward County (Support for Abused Children) 954-390-7654
www.kidinc.org
Nan cy J. Cott erman C enter (S exu al As sau lt Treat ment C enter) 954 - 357 -5778
www.broward.org/humanservices
Parents o f Murd er ed Children 888-818-7662
www.pomc.com
State Attorn ey’s Offic e Broward County 954 -831 -6955
www.sao17.state.fl.us
State Attorn ey’s Vic tim Ad voc ate Unit 954 -765 -4133
Florida Abuse R egistry  ( Child & E lderly) 800-962-2873
reportabuse.dcf.state.fl.us
Clerk o f Court s (R estra ining O rd ers/In ju nctions ) 954 -831 -7693
www.clerk-17th-flcourts.org/Clerkwebsite/ClerkofCourts/domviolence.
Henderson Behavioral Health (Mental Health Counseling
              & After Hours R estra ining Ord er s) 954 -463 -0911
Legal Aid Service of Broward County 954-765-8950
www.legalaid.org/broward
Coast to Coast (Elder Law, Family Law, Economic/Health) 954 -736-2400
Florida Bar (Lawyer R efe rral Se rvic e) 800- 342 -8060
Broward County Bar Association (Lawyer Referral Service) 954-764-8310
www.browardbar.org/lawyer-referral-and-information-service
Guardian Ad  Litem - Broward County 954 -831 -6214
www.galbroward.org
VINE (Notification Re gard ing Releas e From Jail) 877-846-3435
www.dc.state.fl.us/oth/victasst
Florida Dome sti c Violenc e H ot line 800- 500 -1119
http://www.fcadv.org
National Dome stic V iolenc e H otline 800- 799 -7233
www.thehotline.org
National Child Ab use H otline 800- 422 -4453
www.childhelp.org
Glass House (Child, Adolescent &Adult
         Counseling in English, Creole and Spanish) 954-938-0055
PACE Center for Girls 954-561-6939
www.pacecenter.org/centers/broward
PRIDE Center (Free HIV/STD Counseling/Testing) 954-463-9005
www.pridecenterflorida.org
Broward County Sheriff’s Victim Services Unit 954-321-4831

VICTIMS’ RIGHTS HANDBOOK

 NOTICE OF LEGAL RIGHTS AND REMEDIES

FOR VIC TIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOL ENCE,

DATING VIOLENCE, REPEAT VIOLENCE,

SEXUAL VIOLENCE AND STALKING

Wilton Manors Poli ce Depart ment
2020 Wilton Drive

Wilton Manors, FL 33305

Chi ef Of Police
Paul O’Connell
954-390-2150

Victim Advocate
Alberto Carrillo
954-390-2162

wmpd.org
 

wiltonmanorspd wmpd411

EMERGENCIES
911

Non-Emergency / Dispatch 954-764-HELP(4357)

Front Desk / Administration 9 54-390-2150

          CASE # :                               _       ____      ____      _______

          OFFICER’S NAM E:                                                                   __

http://www.lgbtcenters.org
http://www.fcadv.org


Y OUR RIGHTS AS A VICTIM OR WITNESS

W e   rea li z e  f o r  m a n y   per s o ns ,   b e i n g   a   v i ct im   o r   w it n e s s   t o   a   cr i m e   is   t h e   f i r s t   e x per  i e n c e 
 w it h   t h e   c r i m i n a l  a n d   j uv e n i l e   j u s t ic e   s y ste m s .   A s   a   v icti  m  o r   w i t n e ss ,   y o u   h a v e   

ce r tai n   r i g h t s   w i t h i n   t h e  s ys t e m .   T h i s  b r o c hu r e   i s  p r o v i d ed   t o   y o u   t o   ass i s t   w it h   
q u e sti  o n s   y o u   m a y   h a v e   r e g a rd i n g   t h o s e   r i gh ts .   F o r   fu r t h e r   i n f o r m a t i o n   r egard i n g   
t h e s e   r i g h ts   p l e a s e   c o n t a ct   t h e   S t a te   Att o r n e y ’ s   O f f ice   ( S A O)   a n d / o r   t h e   a pp r o p riate   
la w en fo rcemen t age nc y ( LE A) ha nd li ng  yo ur case.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROCESS:    T h e   s tag e s   o f   t h e   c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e   s y s te m   
a r e  a s fo llow s:

CRIME COMMITTED -- A f te r   a   c r i m e  i s   r e por te d   t o   l a w   e n f orc e m en t   a n   
i n v es t i g a t ion   w i l l   b e   c o n d u cte d .   If   l a w   e n f o rc e m e n t   i s   a b le   to   c o llect   e n ou g h   
e vidence, t he y ma y ma ke a n ar rest.

ARREST -- Su s p ect( s )   ta k e n   t o   j ail,   f i ng e rp ri n ted   a n d   p h o t o g ra p h e d .   S o m e   a r e   
i m m e d i a t e l y   re l e a s ed  o r   h a v e   to   p o s t   a   b o n d   to   e ns u re   t h e y  w i ll   sh o w   u p   i n   c o u rt.   
(o r)

INTAKE -- Victi  m   r e p o r t s   a   c r i me   t o   t h e  l o ca l   Sta  t e   A tt orn e y ’  s   O ff i ce .   I f   p r o b a b l e   
c a u s e   i s   f o un d ,  t h e   S ta t e   A tt o r n e y ’  s  O ff ic e   m a y   c h oo s e   t o   f il e   ch a r g e s   a n d   
s u mmo ns t he s usp ect into co urt.

FI RS T   A P PE A R A N C E --  O c c u r s   w it h i n   2 4   h o u r s   o f   a n   a rr e s t .   E a c h  s us p ec t  k e p t   
i n   j a il   m us t   a pp ea r   b e f or e   a   J u d g e w h o  e s ta b li sh e s  w h et h e r  c h a r g e s   a r e   r ea s o n a b l e .  
T h e  J u d g e   w il l  a l s o   c o n s i d e r   w h e t h e r   a  bo n d   s h o u l d   b e   s et ,   a n d ,   i f   s o ,   h o w   m u c h .   
T h e   J u d g e   w il l   als  o  c o n si d e r   c o n d it  i o n s   o f   r eleas  e   a n d   a p po i n t   a   d e f e ns e   att o r n e y   i f   
the su sp ect can no t affo rd o ne.

F ILI NG   O F   F O R MAL   C H A R G E S -- T h e   S t ate   A tt o r n e y ’ s   O ff ice   m ay   f ile   fo r m al   
c h a r g es   a f ter   re v i e w i n g   l a w   e n f o rc e m e n t   arrest   re po rt s ,   a n d   w i t h i n   2 1   d a y s   in   certa i n   
circu ms tance s.

ARRAIGNMENT -- T h e  ac c us e d   i s   f or m al l y   c h a r g e d  a n d  e n te r s   a   p l e a   o f   gu il t y ,   n o t 
 gui lt y, o r no co ntes t.

TRIAL PREPARATIONS -- T h e   p r o s e c u t o r   a n d   d e f e n s e   a t t o r n e y   i n t e r v i e w   
wi t n e s s e s a n d e x c h a n g e e v i d e n c e i n p r ep a r a t io n fo r tr i a l .

TRIAL -- T h e   p r os e c u tor   p r e s e n t s   e v i d e n c e   t o   e i th er   t h e   j u d g e   o r   a   j u r y   a b o u t   t h e   
c a s e .  T h e   d e f e n d a n t   m a y   b e   f o u n d   g u i l t y   o r   n o t   gu il t y .   T h e   pro c es s  e n d s   i f   t h e   
d e fe n d a n t i s  fo u n d n o t g u i l t y.

PLEA - - Defe nd ant p lead s gu i lt y o r no co ntest wi tho ut a tria l.

SENTENCING -- I f  t h e   d e fe n d a n t   i s   f o u n d   g u i l t y ,   t h e  J u d g e   r e v ie  w s  sentencing   
gu idel i n e s ,   p lea   a g re e m e n t s ,   e tc.,   a n d   d ete r m i n es  w h at   t y p e   o f   s e n te n ce   t h e  d e f e n d a n t   
s ho uld receive.

It   is   i m po rta n t   f o r   y o u   to   att e n d   t h e   h earing   s o   t h at   y o u   can  m a k e  s u re   t h e   j u d g e   
un d e r s t a n d s   e x act l y  w h at  h elp   y o u   n eed   a n d   w h y .   I f   y o u   d o   n o t   atte n d ,   u s u a l l y   t h e   j u d g e   
wil l end the i nj u nctio n.

A f ter   t h e  h ear i ng ,   a   fi n al   i n j un cti o n   m a y   b e   g ra n te d .   T h e   f i n a l   i n j un c t ion   is   v alid   un t il   
d isso l ved o r ame nd ed b y the co urt.

WHAT DO I DO IF THE ABUSER VIOL ATES THE INJUNCTION?

 Yo u will receive a co p y o f t he inj unctio n. Keep it with yo u a t all ti me s.

 If   t h e   a bu s er   v iolat e s   t h e   c o n d itio n s   o f   a n   i n j un cti o n ,   call   t h e   po lice   ri gh t   a w a y . 
       T he ab user ma y b e ar rested.

 If   t h e   a bu s er   is   a r rested,   h e/ sh e   w ill   b e   h e ld   u n til   t h e   c o u rt   d ete r m i n es   b ail.   T h e   
        j ud ge will co n sider yo ur s afet y a nd the safe t y o f yo ur c h ildren.

 Yo u ma y go to co urt if yo u wi sh.

 T he co urt ma y o rd er p enalties as allo wed b y la w.

If   t h e   i n j un c t ion   h a s   b een   v io l ate d ,   re p o rt   t h e   v iolation   to   t h e   C lerk   o f   t h e   C ir c u it   C o u rt   
o n l y   i f   l a w   e nf o rc e m e n t   s tates   it   ca n n o t   i s s u e   an   a r rest   w a r r a n t,   o r   i ss u e   a   n o tice   to   
a pp ear   b eca us e   t h e r e   is   n o   c r i m i n al   v iola t io n .   R e po rt   t h e  v i o lation   in   t h e   c ou n t y   w h e r e   
t h e   v iola t ion   o cc u rred   a n d   c o m p lete   an   a f f ida v it   i n   s u ppo rt   o f   t h e  v iolatio n .   T h e   j u d g e   
w i l l   d ete r m i n e   w h a t   acti o n   sho u ld   b e   ta k en   f o r   y o u r   s a f e t y   a n d   t h e   s a f e t y   o f   y o u r   
c h ildre n .   U n d er   t h e   p r o v i s io n s   o f   Chapter   741 . 315 ( 2 ),   F .S. ,   if  y o u   h a v e   a n   o u t   o f   s tate   
c o u rt   o r d er   f o r   p r o tecti o n   a g a i n s t   d o m est i c  v iol e n ce,   f e d e r al   a n d   s tate   l a w   p r o v ides   t h at   
l a w   e n f o rc e m e n t   rec o gn ize   a n d   act   o n   t h e   p r o tecti o n s   i n   t h e   o r d er   as   if   i s s u ed   b y   a   
Florida   c o u rt,   as   l o n g   a s   t h e   i s s u i n g   c o u rt   g a v e   the   acc us ed   t h e   oppo rt un i t y   f o r   a   h earing   
b e f o re   i s s u i n g   t h e   o r d e r .   T h is   i n c l u d es   o r d e r s   i s s u ed   b y   c o u rts   f r o m   t h e   Di s trict   o f   
Co lumb ia, Ind ian tr ibes, co mmo n wealt h territories, o r p o ssessions o f the United State s.

EXEMPTION FROM PUBLIC INSPECTION

U n d er   t h e   p r o v i s io n s   o f   Chapter   119 . 07 1 ( 2 ) (j)  F.S.  a n y   in f o r m ati o n   w h i c h   r e v eals   
t h e   h o m e   o r   e m p l o ym e n t   t e le p h o n e   n u m b e r ,   h o m e   o r   e m p l o ym e n t   a dd res s ,   o r   
p e r s o n al   as s ets   o f   a   p e r s o n   w h o   h as   b een   t h e   v ict i m   o f   s e x u al   b atte r y ,   a g g ra v ated   
c h i ld   a b u s e,   a g g ra v ated   s ta l k in g ,   h a r as s m e n t,   a gg r a v ated   b atte r y ,   o r   do m e s tic   v iole n ce   
i s exe mp t fro m p ub lic insp ecti o n and exa mi natio n.

Y o u   m u s t   m a k e   a   w ritt e n   re q u est   a n d   p r o v ide   o ff icial   v e r i f icati o n ,   s u ch   as   a   l a w   
e n f o rc e m e n t   re po rt,   to   t h e   c u s to d ian   o f   t h e   rec o r d s   t h at   an   a pp lica b le   c r i m e   h a s   
o cc u rre d .   S u ch   i n f o r m ati o n   s h all   r e m a i n   e x e m p t   f o r   5   y e a r s ,   a f ter   w h i c h   it   w i ll   
b eco me a vailab le to the p ub lic .



T his ma y i ncl ud e, b ut need no t b e li mited to p ro visions t hat

 Restrai n the ab user fro m further acts o f ab use

 Direct the ab user to lea ve yo u r ho use ho ld

 P re v e n t   t h e   a bu s er   f r o m   b e i n g   w i t h i n   50 0   f eet   o f   y o u r   resid e n ce,   s c h oo l,   
b usi ness, o r p lace o f e mp lo yment

 Awar d yo u cu stod y o f yo ur mino r child o r children

 Di rec t   t h e  a b us e r   t o   pa y   su pp or t   t o   y o u   a n d   t h e   m i n o r   c h il d   o r   c h il dre n   i f   t h e   a b u s er   
has t he le gal o b ligatio n to d o so

For safety reasons, you may furnish your address to the court in a separate co nfide ntial 
fili ng wh e n filing the p etition fo r inj unc tion.

Y o u   ar e   n o t   re q u i re d   t o   r e m a in   in   a   r e si d e n c e   o r   h o us e h o l d   w her e   y o u   ar e   a   v ict i m   
o f   d o m es t ic   v iol e n ce.   Y o u r   a dd ress   m a y   b e   d i ff e r e n t   f r o m   t h at   o f   y o u r   p a r t n er   
wit ho ut p enal t y.

7 . Ho w Can T he La w Help M e?

If you have been a victim of domestic violence ,  repeat  violence, dating violence, 
sexual violence, or stalking, or if you are afraid that you will be hurt, Florida domestic 
violence law enables you to work with the court system to help keep you safe.   
C o n ta c t   y o u r   local   do m e s tic  v iole n ce   c e n ter   f o r   s a fe t y   p la n n i n g   p rior   to   f il in g   f o r   a n   
i n j u n c ti o n .   T h e  C l e r k   o f   t h e  C o u rt   is   requ i re d   t o   a s s i s t   y o u   in   s e e k i n g   bo t h   i n j u n c t i on s   f o r   
pro t ec t i o n   a n d   e n f orc e m e n t   f o r   a   v i o l a ti o n   o f   an   i n j u n c t i o n .   R ep r ese n tat i o n  o f   a n  
at t or n e y   i s   n o t   r e q u i r e d   o f  e it h e r  p a r t y  a s   p e r   Chapter    741.30  ( 1 ) ( f )  F.S.   G o   t o   t h e   
C le r k   o f   t h e   C o u r t ’  s   O f f i c e  i n   y o u r   c ou n t y   c o u r t h ou s e  and  take the following 
documents:

 Id enti ficatio n

 In fo r matio n ab o ut wher e the ab user can b e located

 A n y o ther i nfo r matio n o n the ab u ser s uch a s p ho tos o r identi ficatio n.

 A n y p ap er s relatin g to yo ur case.

T ell   t h e   cle r k   t h at   y o u   a r e   i n t e rested   in   f i ling   a   p etition   f o r   in j un cti o n   f o r   p r o tecti o n   
a g ai n s t   d o m es t ic   v i o le n ce,   re p eat   v iole n ce,   d ati n g   v iole n ce,   o r   s e x u al   v iole n ce.    T h e   
c o u rt   clerk   w i l l   h elp   y o u   i n   f i ling   t h e   p r op er   p a p e r w o r k .   B y   f ill in g   o u t   t h ese   f o r m s ,   
y o u  w i ll   b e   e x p lai n i n g   to   t h e   J u d g e   e x a c t l y   w h a t   t y p e   o f   p r o tecti o n   y o u   n eed   a n d 
fro m wh o m yo u need p ro tectio n.

A f ter   y o u   h a v e   c o m p leted   t h e   p a p e r w o r k ,   t h e   c o u rt   m a y   d et e r m i n e   t h at   d a n g er   o f   
d o m est i c   v iol e n ce   e x i s t s .   T h e   c o u rt  m a y   o r d er   a   te m p o ra r y   i n j u n c tio n ,   w h i c h   is  g oo d 
f o r   1 5   d a y s .   T h en   a   fu l l   h ear i n g   i s   h eld   t o   c o n s ider   y o u r   s a f e t y   a n d   t h e   s a f e t y   o f   y o u r   
children.

T h e   a b u s er   m u s t   b e   s e r v ed   w i t h   t h e   i n j un c tion   b e f o re   it   b ec o m es   e f f ect i v e.    T h e   
i n j un cti o n  w i ll   tell   t h e   a b u s er   w h at   t h e   j u d g e   re q u ir e s   a n d   w h e n   to   ret u rn   to   c o u rt  f o r   
a  h earin g .   T h is   h ear i n g   w i ll   b e  w i t h i n   1 5   d a y s  un l e s s   t h e   a b u s er   ca n n o t   b e   s e r v e d .   
Y o u   a r e   a b le   to   re q u est   n o ti f i c ati o n   o f   s e r v ice   o f   t h e   i n j u n ct i o n   a n d   recei v e   n o tice   
auto maticall y wit hi n 1 2 ho urs a fter the i nj unct ion is s er ved .

JUVEN IL E   J U S T I CE   PR O C E S S :   T h e   s t a g es   o f   t h e   cr im inal   ju s t ice   s y s t em   f o r   
juveniles a re a s fo llow s:

I NTAKE -- Is t h e  p r o c e s s   o f   d e te r m i n i n g   w h e r e   a   c h ild   u n d er   t h e   a g e   o f   1 8   w il l   b e   
p la c ed   un t il   t h e   c a s e is   r e s o l v e d .   T h e r e   a r e   t h r e e   f o r m s   o f   d et e n t i o n   s tat u s :   h o m e,   
no n -secure o r secure.

D I V E R SI O N   P R O G RA M S -- A n   alte r n ati v e   t o   t r i a l   w h e r e   t h e   j uv e n il e   i s   p lace d   i n   a 
 c o m m un it  y   b a s e d   pr o g r a m   s u c h   a s   j u v e n il e   a rb i t r a t i on ,   j u v e n i l e   alte r n a ti v e   s e r v ices   
p r o g r a m   ( J A S P ),   o r   a   trea t m e n t   p lan   ( W al k er   p la n ).   If   a   j uv e n i le   s u cces s f u ll y   
co mp lete s the d i ver sion p ro gra m, t he char ges are ge ner all y d is mis sed .

FORMAL   CHAR GE S -- Is  t h e   f il i n g   o f   a   p etition   i n   c o u rt   b y   t h e   State   A tto r n e y’ s   
O ff ice .  T h e   c h a r g e   m a y   b e   f il e d   i n   e it h e r   j u v e n il e  c o u r t  o r  a d u l t   c o u r t ,   d e p e n d ing   
up o n the cr i me and a ge o f the o ffe nd er . 

ARRAIGNMENT-- The accused is formally charged and enters a plea of guilty, not 
guilty or no contest.

AD J UDIC A T ORY   H E A R I N G -- T h e   trial   o f   t h e   j uv e n ile,   c o n d u cted   in   f r o n t   o f   a   
j ud ge. T he j ud ge will d ecide wh et her the j uve nile co mmi tte d the char ged o ffe nse( s).

DI S POSIT I ONAL   H E ARING   (SENT E NC I N G ) -- W h en   a   j uv e n ile   i s   f o un d   to   
h a v e   c o mm i tted   a   d eli n q u e n t   a ct   t h e   c o u rt  w ill   h o ld   a   d i s po s itio n al   h ear i n g   to  d ete r -   
m i n e   w h ic h   s a n cti o n s  t o  i m po s e  o n   t h e   j uv e n ile .  T h e  s a n ct i o n s  c o u l d   ra ng e   fr o m   
co m m u n i t y - ba s e d   s a n c t i o n s  l i k e   pr o b a t i o n  a n d   c o m m u n it y   s er v i ce s   u p   to   
residential co mmit men t.

JUVENILES   TRIED   AS ADULTS -- J uv e n il e s   w h o   c omm i t   v er y  s er i o u s   cr i m e s   
m a y   b e   t r i e d   a s   a d u lt s .   J uv e n il e s   w h o  a r e   p r o s e c u t e d   a s   ad u lt s m a y  b e   s e n t e n ced   to   
ad ult o r j uvenile sanctio ns.

Y o u   m a y   c on tact   y o u r   State   A tto r n e y   o r   l a w   e n f o rc e m e n t   a g e n c y   f o r   m o re   
info rmatio n re gar d ing the stage s o f the cr i mi nal j ust ice s yste m.

YOUR RIGHTS IN THE CR I MINAL AND JUV E NILE   JUSTICE 
SYS TEMS -- I f   y o u   ar e   a   v i c ti m  o f   a   c r i me   o r   a   w it n e s s   beca  u s e   y o u   h a v e   s ee n ,   
h e a r d ,   o r   kn o w   s o m e t h i n g   abo  u t   a   cr i me   t h a t   w a s   c o m m itt  ed ,   y o u   a r e   i m po r t a n t   
to   t h e   ca s e.   Y o u r   tes t i m o n y   m a y   b e   n ece s s a r y   to   establi s h   t h e   f ac t s .   U n der  s t a nd ab l y , 

 y o u   m i gh t   f ee l   a nx i o u s   a b o u t   t e s ti  f y i n g   i n   co u r t .   H o w e v e r ,   w i t h o u t   y o u r   t e s t i m o n y 
t he d efend an t ma y go unp uni shed .

VICT I M -- A   p e r s o n   a g a in s t   w h o m   a   c r i m e   w as   c o m m itt e d .   So m e   v ict i m s   s u f f er   
ph y s ical   i n j u r y   o r   p r op e r t y   d a m a g e   a n d   s o m e   h a v e   psy c h o lo g ical   i n j u r y   o r   bo t h .   
Vict i m s   h a v e   certain   ri gh t s   in   F lorida.   Ot h e r s   w h o   can   cl a im   t h ese   ri gh ts   a r e   t h e   
v i cti m ’ s   p a r e n t   o r  guar d ian   if   t h e  v ic t im   is   a   m i n o r,  t h e   la w f u l   re p rese n t a ti v e   o f   t h e   
v ict i m   o r   o f   t h e   v ict i m’ s   p a r e n t   o r   gu a rd ian   if   the   v ict i m   i s   a   m i n or ,   a n d   t h e   n e x t   o f 
  k i n  o f  a  h o mi c i d e  v i c t i m.  A s  a  v i c t i m  o f  a  c r i me ,  y o u  hav e the fo llo wi n g rights . 





1 . E it h e r  y o u   o r   t h e   S t a t e   A tt o r n e y’ s   O f f i c e ,   w it h  y o u r   co ns e n t ,    h a v e   s t a n d i n g   t o   a s s er t   
any legal rights o f a crime victim as provided b y law or The Florida Co ns titution.

2 . I n   s o m e   c a s e s ,  v i c t i m s   (o r   t he i r   re l a t i v es   w her e   t h e   v i c t im   i s   d ecea s ed )  m ay   b e   
e l i g i b l e   f o r   f i n a n c i a l   c o m p e n s a ti o n   f r o m   t h e   St a t e   o f   Fl or i da .   I n f o r m a ti o n   re g ard i n g   
eli g i b ilit  y   m a y  b e  o b tai n e d   f ro m   t h e   S t a t e   A tt o rn e y ’  s   O ff i ce ,   l o c a l   W it n es s  
C oo r d i n a ti o n   O ffi c e   ( w h e r e   a v a i l a b l e ) ,   l a w   e n f o rc e m e n t   a g e n c y   o r   fr o m   t h e   
B u re a u o f Cri me s Co mp e nsa tion, O ffice o f the Attorne y Gener al 1 - 8 0 0-2 2 6-6 6 67 .

3 . T h e   r i gh t   t o   r e c e i v e   i n f o r m a t i o n   o n   a v a i la b l e   c r i s i s   i n t e r v e n ti o n   s e r v ic e s   a n d   l o ca l   
c o mm un i ty   s e r v i c es   t o   i n c l u d e   cou ns e l i n g ,   s h e lt er ,   l e ga l   a s s i s t a n ce ,   o r   o t h e r   t y p es   o f   
h el p ,   d e p e n d i n g   o n   t h e   p a r tic u la r   c i r c u m s t a n ce s .   T ele p h o n e   n u m b e r s   o f   t h e s e   
ser vice s ar e p ro vided at the end o f thi s b rochure.

4 . T h e   r i gh t   to   r e c e i v e   i n f or m a t io n   r e g a r d i n g   t h e   r o le   o f   t h e   v i c ti m   i n   t h e   c r i m i n a l   
o r   j u v e n i l e   proce s s ,   i nc l u d i n g   w h at   t h e   v i c t im   m ay   e x pec t   f r o m   t h e   s ys tem   a s   w e l l   
as wh at t he s yst e m ma y e xp ect fro m t he v icti m.

5 . T h e   r i g h t   t o   rece i v e   i n f o r m a t i o n   r e g ard i n g   t h e  s t a g es   o f   t h e   cr i m i n al   o r   j uv e n i l e   
j u stic  e   p r o ces  s   a n d   t h e   m a nn e r   i n   w h ic h   i nf or m a ti  o n   a b o u t  s u c h   st a g e s   m a y  b e   
ob tai n e d .   N o t e :   Y o u   c a n n o t   b e   notified   if   w e   c a n n o t   l o c a te   y o u.   I t   is   y o ur   
r esp o n s i b i li t y   t o   k e e p   the   S t a te   A t t o r n e y ’s   O f fi c e   in f o r m e d   o f   a ny   c h a n g es   in   
yo ur a d d ress o r telep hone num b er.

6 . T h e   ri gh t   to   b e   i nf o r m e d ,   p rese n t,   a n d   h eard   w h e n   rele v a n t,   at   all   c r u cial  s ta g e s   o f   
a   c r i m i n al   o r   j uv e n i l e   p r o cee d i ng ,   to   t h e   e x t e n t   t h e   ri gh t   do es   n o t   i n ter f e r e   w i th   t h e 
 con s t it u ti o n al   r i gh t s   o f   t h e   a c c us ed .   T h e   r i g h t ,   if   y o u   ar e   i n ca r cera t ed ,   t o   b e   
in f o r m ed   a n d   s u b m it   w ritten   s t ate m e n ts   a t   all   c r u ci a l   s ta g es   o f   t h e   c ri m i n al   a n d   
j uven ile p ro ceed ings.

7 . T h e   r i gh t   t o   a   p r o m p t  a n d  ti m el y   d i s po s iti o n   o f  t h e   ca s e  a s   l o n g   a s   i t  d o e s   n o t   
interfer e wit h t he co nsti tut ional rights o f the acc used .

8 . T h e   r i gh t   t o   b e  n o ti f i e d   o f   t h e   a r r es t   a n d   r e leas  e   o f   t h e   o ff e n d e r ,   i n c l u d i n g   
re l ea s e   t o   c o m m un i t y   c o n t r o l   an d / o r  w o rk   r e l ea s e .   W h en   an   a r r est   is  m a d e   in   a   
repor t e d   ca s e ,   t h e   v i c t i m ,   w i t n e s s e s ,   re l at i v es   o f   m i n o r   v i c t i m s   a n d   w it n e s s es   a n d   
r e l ati v e s   o f   h o m ic ide   v i cti m s ,   w h e re   t h o s e   p e r s o n s  h a v e   p r o v i d ed   c u rr e n t   
a dd r e s s e s   a n d   t e le p h o n e   nu m b e r s   t o   t h e   Wilton Manors   P o li c e   De p a r t m e n t ,   
s h a l l b e  no tified .

9 . T h e   r i gh t   to   r e c e i v e   i n f or m a t io n   o n   t h e   s te p s   a v a i l a b l e   to   la w   e n f o r ce m e n t   a n d   
t h e   S t a t e   A t to r n e y ’s   O f f ic e   to   p r o t e c t   y o u  f r o m   i n t i m i d a ti o n   a n d /or   h a r a ss m e n t.   It 
 is   a   t h ird   d e g ree   f el on y   to   k n o w in g l y   u s e   i n ti m idati o n   o r   ph y s ical   f o rce,   o r   
t h reaten   a n o t h e r   p e r s o n ,   o r   a t te m p t   t o   d o  s o ,  o r   e ng a g e   i n   m islea  d i n g   c o n d u c t  
t o w ar d   a n o t h er   p e r s o n ,   o r   o ff er   p ec un ia r y   b e n e f it   o r   g ain   to   a n o t h er   p e r s o n .   If   y o u 
 a r e  b ei n g   t h r e a t e n e d   o r   i n ti m i da te d ,   p le a s e   c on ta c t   t h e   Ha l l a n d al e   B ea c h   P o li c e   
Dep ar t me nt o r an y la w e nfo rce ment o fficer .

1 0 . T h e   r i gh t  o f   t h e   v ic t i m   o f   do m esti  c   v i o le n c e   t o   b e   i nf or m e d   o f   t h e   A ddre s s   
C onf i den ti a li ty   P ro g r am   a d m i n i s t ere d   t h r o ug h   t h e   Att o r n ey   G e n er a l ’ s   O ff ice .   Y o u   
m a y   c o n t a c t   t h e  Att o r n e y   Ge n e r a l ’  s  O f f i c e  a t   1 -800-226-6667  .  T h e   State 
Attorne y’s O ffice ma y a ssis t wit h thi s p ap er wo rk i f ne cessar y.

1 1 . T h e   ri gh t   o f   ea c h   v ict i m   o r   w i t n e s s   w h o   is   s c h e d u led   to   atte n d   a   c r i m i n al   o r   
j u v e n i l e   j u s t i c e   p r o cee d i n g   w i ll   b e  n o t i f i ed   a s   s o o n   a s   p oss i b le   b y   t h e   a g e n cy   o r   
person scheduling his/her ap pearance

W hat is Datin g Vio le nce?

U n d er   t h e   p r o v i s i o n s   o f   Chapter   784 . 04 6 ,   F.S. ,   d a ti n g   v i o l e n ce   i s   v i o le  n c e   b e t  w ee  n 
i n d i v i d u al  s   w h o   h a v e   o r   h a v e   h a d   a   c o n ti  n u i n g   a n d   s i gn i f ica n t   r elati o nsh i p  o f   a   
r o m a n ti c  o r  i n t i m at e  n at u r e .   T h e  e x i s te n c e  o f   su c h   a   re l a ti o n s h i p   s h a ll   b e   de t e r m i n ed   
based on the consideratio n of the follo wing factors:

 A d ati ng relatio ns hip mus t ha ve exi sted wit hin t he p ast 6 mo nths;

 T h e   n a t u r e   o f   t h e   r e l a t i on s h i p  m u s t   h a v e   be en   c h arac t e r i ze d   b y   t h e   e x p ectation   o f   
af fect ion o r sex ual i nv o lve me nt b et wee n the p ar ties; and

 T h e   f re q u e n c y   a n d   t y p e   o f   i n t e r action   b e t w e e n   t h e   p e r s o n s   i nv o l v ed   in   t h e   
relati o n s h ip   mu s t   h a v e   i n c l u d e d   t h at   t h e   p e r s on s   h a v e   b een   i nv o l v ed   o v er   ti me   
a n d   o n   a   c o n ti nu o u s   b a s i s   d ur i n g  t h e   co u r s e   o f   t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .   T h e   te r m   d o e s   
n o t   i n c l u d e   v i o l e n c e   i n   a   c a s u a l   a c q u a i n t a n c e s h i p   o r   v i o l e n c e   be t w e en   i n d i v i d u a l s 
who o nly have engaged in ordinary fraternizatio n in a b usi nes s o r so cial co ntex t.

4 . W hat is Stalking?

U n d er   t h e   p r o v i s i o n s   o f   Chapter   784 . 0 4 8 , F.S. ,   s tal k i n g   o c c u rs   w h e n   a   p e r s o n   
w il l f u l l y ,   m a licio u s l y   a n d   re p eate d ly   f o ll o w s ,   h a r a s s ,   o r   c y b er   s ta l k s   a n o t h er   p e r s o n . 
A g g r a v ated   S t al k i n g   o cc u r s  w h e n   t h at   p e r s o n   m a k es   a   c r e d ible   t h reat   to   t h at   p e r s o n   
t hro u gh st alki ng.

5 . W hat is Sex ual Vio le nce?

Und er the pro visio ns o f Chapter 784 .04 6, F.S., sexual vio lence is o ne incid en t o f:

 Sex ual b atter y, as d ef ined i n Chapter 7 9 4   F . S . ;

 A   l e w d   o r   l a s c i v i o u s   ac t ,   a s   d e f i n e d   i n   C h a p t e r   800 , F.S. ,   c o m m i t t e d   u p o n   o r   i n   t h e   
p resence o f a p er so n yo u n ger t han 1 6 years o f a ge;

 Luring o r entici ng a c hild as d escribed in Chap ter 7 8 7 ,   F . S . ;

 Sex ual p er fo r ma nce b y a chi ld, as d escribed in Chap ter 8 2 7   F . S . ; o r

 A n y   o t h e r  f or c i b l e  f e l o n y   w h e r e i n   a   s e xu a l   ac t   i s   c o m m it te d   o r   a tt e m p te d ,   re g ard l e s s   
o f  w he t h e r   cr i m i na l   c h a r g es   ba s e d   o n   t h e   i nc i d e n t   w e re   f il ed ,   re d u ce d ,   o r   d i s m i s s ed   
b y the s tate atto rne y.

6 . W hat Do es T he La w Mea n?

Y o u   h a v e   t h e   r i gh t   t o   a s k   t h e   S t a t e   Att o r n ey   t o  f il e   a   cr i m i n al   c o m p l a i n t ,   a n d   y o u   h a v e   
t h e  r i g h t   t o   g o   t o   co u r t   a n d   f il e   a  pe ti t i o n   req u e st i n g   a n   i n j un c ti o n   f o r   p r o tecti o n   
a g ai n s t   d o m es t ic   v i o le n ce,   re p eat   v iole n ce,   d ati n g   v iole n ce,   s e x u al   v iole n ce   o r   s ta l k i n g   
i f yo u ar e

 T h e   v i c ti m   o f   d o m e s t i c   v i o l e n c e ,   r e p e a t   v i o l e n c e ,   d a ti n g   v i o l e n ce ,   s e x u a l      v iole n ce,   
o r stalki n g

 T h e   pare n t   o f   a n y   m i n o r   c h il d   l i v i n g   at   h o m e   w h o   i s   s e e k i n g   an   i n j u n c t i o n   f o r   
p r o tecti o n   a g ai n s t   d o m es t ic   v i o le n ce,   re p eat   v iole n ce,   d ati n g   v iole n ce,   s e x u al   
violence, o r stal king, O R

If   y o u   h a v e   r ea s o na b l e   ca u s e   t o   b elie v e,  y o u   o r  y o u r   m i n o r   ch ild   is   in   i mm i n e n t   d a n g er   o f 
 b eco ming the victim o f any act o f do mestic violence



N O T I C E   O F   LEG A L   R IG H T S   A N D   R E M E D IE S   F O R   V I C T I M S   O F   
D O M E S T I C   VI O LE N C E ,   D A TI N G   V I O L E N C E ,   R E P E AT   VIO L E N C E ,   
SEX UAL V IO LEN CE, AND S TA LKIN G

It isn't j ust wro ng. It 's a cr i me.

DID YOU KNOW ?

In   Florida,   a   p e r s o n   is   k illed   b y   a   f a m i l y   m e m b er   e v e r y   3 6   h o u r s .   D o m est i c   V iole n ce   
is t he lead i ng ca use o f inj ur y to wo men.
Mor e   t h an   124,00 0   i nc i d e n ts   o f   d o m e s ti c   v i o l e n c e   ar e   repor t e d   i n   Fl or i d a   e a c h   y ear   
invo lvi n g vic ti ms yo un g and o ld, male a nd fe male.

Y O U   H AVE   R I G H T S.   K N O W ING   YOU R   L E G AL   R I GH T S   AND   O P T IO N S   I S   
T H E FI RST ST EP T OW ARD ENDI NG AB U SE.

1 . W hat Is Do mes tic Vio lence?

U n d er   t h e   p r o v i s i o n s   o f   Chapter   741 . 2 8   o f   t h e   Florida   Stat u tes,   d o m e s tic   v i o l e n ce   
m e a n s   an y   as s a u lt ,   a g g r a v a t e d   as s a u lt ,   b a tt e r y ,   a g g r a v a t e d   b a tt e r y ,   s e x u a l   a s s a u lt ,   s e x u a l   
b a t te r y ,   s t a l k i n g ,   a g g r a v a t e d   s t a l k i n g ,   k i d n a p p i n g ,   f a l s e   i m p ri s on m e n t,   o r   a n y   c r i m i n al   
o ff e n s e   re s u lt in g   in   ph y s ical   i n j u r y   o r   d eath   o f   o n e   f a m i l y   o r   h ou s e h o ld  m e m b er   b y   
a no ther fa mil y o r ho use ho ld me mb er .

A   f a m ily   o r   h o u s e h o l d   m e m be rs   ar e   s p o u s e s ,   f o r m e r   s pou s e s ,   per s on s   re l a t e d   b y   b l oo d   o r 
m a r ria g e ,   p e r s o n s   w h o   a r e   p re s e n tly   re s i d i n g   t o g et h e r   as   if   a   f a m i l y   o r   w h o   h a v e   
r es i d e d   t o g e t h e r   i n   t h e   p a s t   a s   i f a   f a m i l y ,   a n d   p e r   -   s o n s   w h o   a r e   p a r e n t s   o f   a   c h i l d   
i n   c o m m o n   r e g a r d l e s s   o f   w h e t h e r   t h e y   h a v e   b ee n   m a rr i e d .   W it h   t h e   e x ce p ti o n   o f   
p e r s o n s  w h o   h a v e   a   c h il d  i n   co m m o n ,  t h e  f a m i l y  o r   h o us e h o l d  m e m b e r s  m u s t   b e  
c u rr e n tl y   r e s i d i n g   o r   h a v e  i n   t h e   p a s t   r e s i d ed   to g et h er   in   t h e   s a m e   s i n g le   d w e ll in g   
u nit.

Do me stic Vio lence i nclud es :

 Physical  Abuse--pushing, slap ping, kicking, p unching, cho king, and beating

 E m otio n al / Verbal   A bu s e -- v e rb al   i n t i m idati o n ,   c r e d ible   t h r e ats,  f o ll o w i n g   a n d   
stal king, o r acting o ut i n anger.

 S e xu a l   A b us e   o r   B a t t er y --a n y   u n w a n t e d   t o u c h i n g   o r   f or c i n g   o f   s o m eo n e   t o   
engage i n a sex ual act a gain st hi s o r her wi ll

2 . W hat is Rep eat Viole nce?

Under the pro visio ns o f Chapter 784.046 of the Florida Statutes, repeat violence me a n s 
t wo i nc id e nt s o f vio le n ce o r st al k i n g o n e o f wh i c h mu s t ha v e b ee n wi t h i n 6  mo n t hs o f
 fil i n g a p e t it io n a nd mu s t h a v e b e e n d ire ct ed ag ai n s t t he p e ti tio n er o r p etiti o ner ’s 
i mmed iate fa mi l y me mb er .

T h e   r i g h t   t o   rece i v e   a d v a n c e   no ti f i ca t i o n   o f   j u d i ci a l   a n d   po s t   j u d i c i a l   proceed i ng s   
relating to the case, including all proceedings or hearings relating to:

 T he ar rest o f the accused .

 T h e   r e l ea s e   o f   t h e   a c c u s e d   p e nd i n g   j u d i c i a l   pr o c e ed i ng s ,  a n y 
modification    o f   re l e a s e   c o n d i t i o n   t o   i n c l u d e   r e l e a s e   t o   c o m m un i ty   c o n tr o l   o r   
wo rk release.

 P r o c e e d i ng s  i n   t h e   p r o s ec  u t i o n  o r   p e t it  i o n   fo r   d e l i n q u e n c y  o f   t h e   acc us e d ,   
i n c l u d i n g   t h e   fil i n g   o f   t h e   acc u s at o r y   in s tr u m e n t,   t h e   a r rai g n m e n t,   d i s po s ition   o f   
t h e   acc u s at o r y   i n s t r u m e n t,   trial   o r  ad j u d i ca t o ry   h ear i n g ,   s en t e n ci n g   o r   d i s po s iti o n   
h ear i n g ,   appe ll a t e   r e v ie w ,   su b s e q u e n t   mod i f i c a ti o n   o f   s e n t e n ce ,   c o ll a t e r a l   a t t a ck   
o f   a   j u d g m e n t ,  a n d   w h e n   a   t er  m   o f   i m p r i s o n m e n t ,   d e t e n t i o n ,   o r   i nv o l un t a r y   
c o m m i t m e n t   is   i m po s ed ;   t h e   re l ea s e   o f   t h e   de f e n d a n t   o r   j u v e n i le   of f e n de r   f r o m   
s u ch   i m pr i s o n m e n t ,   de t e n ti o n   o r   j u v e n i le   of f e n de r   f r o m   s u ch   i m p r i s on m e n t ,   
de t e n ti o n   o r   c o mm it me n t   b y   e xp i r a ti o n   o f   s e n t e n ce   o r   p a ro l e   a n d   a n y   m e e ti n g   
h e ld t o co n s ider  suc h release.

1 3 . T h e   r i g h t   t o   n o t   b e   e x c l u d e d   f ro m   a n y   po r ti o n   o f   a n y   h e a r i n g ,   t r i a l  o r   
proceed i n g   p er t a i n i n g   t o   t h e   o ff e ns e   ba s e d   s o l e l y   u po n   t h e   f a c t   t h a t   su c h   per s o n   
is subpoenaed to testify, unless the court determines otherwise.

1 4 . In   a dd ition   to   t h e   p r o v i s io n s   o f   C hapter  921 . 1 4 3 ,   F lorida Statutes (F.S.) ,   t h e   ri gh ts   
o f   t h e   v ict i m   o f   a   f e l o n y   i nv o l v i n g   p h y s ical   o r   e m o t i o n al   i n j u ry   o r   t ra u m a,   o r   in   a   
ca s e   in   w h i c h   t h e   v ict i m   i s   a  m i n o r   c h ild   o r   in   a   h o m ici d e,   t h e  gu a r d ian   o r   f a m i l y   o f 

 t h e   v i c ti m   sh a l l   b e   c o nsu l t e d   b y   t h e   S t a t e   A t to r n e y   i n   o r d er   to   ob t a i n   t h e   v ie w s   o f   
t h e   v i c tim   o r   f a m i ly   ab o u t   t h e   d i s po s iti o n   o f   a n y   cr i m i n a l   o r   j uv e n i l e   ca s e   b r o u g h t   
ab o ut a s a result o f suc h cr i me, i ncl ud i ng t heir v ie ws ab o ut:

 The release of the accused pending judicial proceedings.

 P lea Agree men ts.

 P ar ticipatio n in p retrial d iver si o n p ro gra ms.

 Sente nci ng o f the acc used .
1 5 . T h e   r i g h t   t o   rev i ew   c er t a in   por t i on s   o f   a   pr e - s e n t e n ce   i n v e s t i ga ti o n   r epor t   f o r   ad u l t   

and yo uthful o ffenders prior to the sentencing of the acc used
1 6 . T h e   ri gh t   to   a   p r o m p t   r et u r n   o f   p r op e rt y ,   un l e s s   t h e r e   is   a   c o m p e ll i n g   l a w   

enfo rce ment need to retain it.
1 7 . T h e   r i g h t   to   re q u e s t   t h e   S t ate   Att or n e y   o r   l a w   e n f o r ce me n t   a g e n c y   h e lps   y o u   

e x p l a i n   t o   e m p l o y er s   a n d   cred i t or s   y o u   m ay   f a c e   ad d iti o n a l   b u r de n s   b y   t a k i n g   t i m e   
o f f   f r o m   w or k   t o   a s s i s t   l aw   e n f orc e m e n t ,  and   y o u   m ay   u n der g o   s er i o u s   f i n a n c i al   
strain either because of the crime or b y cooperating with au tho ritie s.

1 8 . L a w  e nf orce  m e n t   a g e n c i e s  a n d  t h e   St a t e   A tt o r n e y  s h a l l   i nf or  m   y o u   o f   y o u r   rig h t   
to   re q u est   a n d   recei v e   rest i t u tion   a n d   o f   y o u r   rig h t s   o f   e n f o rce m e n t   in   t h e   e v e n t   an   
o f f e n de r   d oe s   n o t   p a y .   T h e   St a t e   Att o r n ey   s h a l l   s e ek   y o u r   as s i s t a n ce   in   t h e   
do c u m e n tation   o f   y o u r   lo ss es   f o r   t h e   p u r po s e   o f   re q u est i n g   a n d   recei v i n g   
res tit ut ion.

If   an   o r d er   o f   rest i t u tion   i s   c o nv e r ted   to   a   ci v il   li e n   o r   ci v il   j u dg m e n t   a g a i n s t   t h e   
d e f e n d a n t,   t h e cle rk s   s h all  m a k e   a v a i la b le   at   t h eir   o f f ice,   as  w ell   a s   o n   t h eir   
w e b s i te,   i nf o r m ati o n   p r o v ided   b y   t h e   Sec r eta r y   o f   State,   t h e c o u r t ,   o r   T h e   F lo r i d a   
B ar,   o n   e n f o r c i n g   t h e   ci v i l   l ie n   o r   j u d g m e n t .   T h e   State   A tto r n e y   s h a l l   in f o r m   
yo u i f and whe n resti tut i o n is o rd er ed . 



1 9 . T h e   r i g h t   t o   s u b m i t   a n   or al   o r   w r itt en   i m p ac t   s t a te m e n t   t o   t h e   co u r t ,   p u r s u a n t   t o 
Chapter  921.14 3   F . S . ,   p r i o r   t o   s e n t e n c i n g   o f   t h e   o f f e n d er .   T h e   St a te   Att o r n ey   o r   an y   
as s i s t a n t   s t a te   a tt orn ey   s h a ll   adv i s e   a l l   v i ct i m s   or ,  w h en   a pp  r op  r i a t e ,   t  h e   v i c t i  m'  s   
p a re  n t ,   gu  ar  d i a n ,   n e x t   o f   k i  n ,   o r   l a  w f u l   re p rese n tati v e   t h at   s tat e m e n t s  w h e t h er   
o ral   o r   w ritt e n ,   s h all   r elate   to   t h e   fa c ts   o f   t h e   c a s e   a n d   t h e   e x t e n t   o f   a n y   h a r m ,   
i n c l u d i n g   s o c ia l,   ps y c ho l o g i c a l ,   o r   p h y s ica l   h a r m , f i n a n cia l   l o ss e s ,   l o s s   o f   
e a r n i ng s   d i r ectl y   o r  i n d i r ectl y res u lt in g   f r o m   t h e   c r i m e  f o r   w h i c h   t h e   d e f e n d a n t   is   
b ei n g   s e n t e n ce d ,   a n d   a n y  m a t t er   rele v a n t   to   an   a pp r op riate   d i s po s ition   a n d   
sente nce.

2 0 . T h e   ri gh t   to   recei v e   rea s o n a b l e   c o n s ide r ati o n   a n d   a s s i s t a n ce   f r o m   e m p l o y e e s  o f   
t h e  S t a t e   A t t o r n e y ’  s   O ff  i ce ,   Sh er i f f ’  s   O ff  i ce ,   o r   Po li c e   D epar t m e n t .   W h en   
re q u e st ed ,   y o u  w i ll   b e   a s s i s t e d   i n   l oca t i n g   acce s s i b l e   t r a ns por t a ti o n   a n d   par k i n g ,   a n d   
s h a l l   b e   d i re c t e d   t o   s epara t e   pre t r i a l   w a it i n g   are as   w h en   s u ch   f ac i li t i e s   ar e   a v a i l a b l e .   
W h en   req u e st ed ,   y o u   s h a ll   rece i v e   a ss i s t a n ce   in   att e m p t i n g   to   locate   tra n s lat o rs 
whe n p racticab le.

2 1 . T h e   r i gh t   to   b e   no ti fied   w h e n   t h e   o ff e n d er   e s ca p e s   f r o m   c us to d y .   T h e   State   
A ttor n e y   s h all   m a k e   e v e ry   e f f o rt   to   a d v i s e   t h e   v ict i m ,  m ate r ial   w i t n e ss ,  pare n t s   o r 
l e g a l   gu ar d i a n   o f   a   m i n o r   w h o   i s   a   v i c ti m   o r   w it n e ss ,   o r   i mm ed i a t e   r elat i v e   o f   a   
h o mi c i d e  v i c t i m o f t h e  e s c a p e  o f  a  c r i mi n a l d e fe n d a n t .

2 2 . T h e  St a t e   Att orn ey   s h a ll   a l s o   no ti f y   t h e   S h er i f f   o f   t h e   c o u n ty   w her e   t h e   cr i m i n a l   
c h a r g e  o r   p e t iti o n f o r  d el i n q u e n c y   a r o s e .   T h e  S h e r i f f   s h a l l   of f e r   as s i s ta n c e   u po n 
 req uest.

2 3 . T h e   r i gh t   o f   t h e   v i c ti m   to   r e q u e s t   t h a t   a  v i c ti m   a d v o c a t e   b e   p e r m it ted   to   a t t e n d   
a n d   b e   p r e s e n t   d u r i n g   a n y   d e p o s i t i o n .   T h e   v i cti m   a d vo ca t e  m a y   b e   d esi g n ate d   
b y   St a t e   A tt o r n e y ' s   O f f ice ,   S h e r i ff ' s   O f f i c e ,   o r   Mu n i c i pa l   Po lice   De p a r t m e n t,   
o r   o n e   re p rese n tat i v e   f r o m   a   n o t - f or - p r o f it   v ict i m   s e r v i c es   or g a n i za t i o n ,   i nc l u d i n g ,   
b u t   n o t   l i m i t e d   t o ,   rap e   c r i s i s   ce n t e r s ,   d o m e s ti c   v i o l e n c e   a d v oca cy   g r o u p s ,   a n d   
alcohol abuse or sub stance ab use gro up s.

2 4 . T h e   ri gh t   o f   t h e   v i c t i m   o f   a   s e xu al   o ff e n s e   to   h a v e   t h e   c o u rt r oo m   clea r e d ,   w ith   
c e rt a in   e x ce p t i o n s   d ur i n g   h is   o r   h er   t est i m o n y ,   re g ar d l e s s   o f   t h e   v ict i m ’s   a g e   o r   
mental cap acit y.

2 5 . T h e   ri gh t   t o   r e q u es t ,   in   c e rt a in   ci r c u m s ta n ces   t h e   o ff e n d e r   b e   r e q u i r e d  t o   a tt e n d   a   
d i f f er e n t   s c h oo l   t h an   t h e  v i c t im   o r   s i b l i n g s   o f   t h e   v i c ti m .   If   t h e   v ict i m   o f   a n   o f f e n s e   
c o mm itt e d   b y   a   j uv e n ile   is   a   m i n o r,   a n d   t h e   v ic ti m   o r   a n y   s i b l in g   o f   t h e   v i c ti m   
a t t e nd s   o r   i s   e li g ib l e   t o   a t t e n d   t h e   s a m e   s c h oo l   as   t h at   o f   t h e   o ff e n d e r,   t h e   
D e p a rt m e n t   o f   J uv e n ile   J u s t i ce   o r   t h e   De p a r t m e n t   o f   C o rrectio n s   s h a ll   n o t i fy   t h e   
v ict i m ’s   p a r e n t   o r   le g al   gu a rd i a n   o f   t h e   r i g h t   t o   a t t e n d   t h e  s e n t e n ci n g   o r   d i s po s i ti o n   
o f the o ffender and req uest the o ffe nd er b e required to attend a d iffer e nt sc ho o l.

2 6 . T h e   ri gh t   o f   t h e   v i c t i m  w h o   is   n o t   i n carcerated   to   n o t   b e   re q u ired   to   atte n d   
d isco ver y d ep o sition s in a n y c o rrectional facilit y.

2 7 . T h e   s tat u to r y   ob li g a t ion   o f   t h e  v ict i m ,   o r   n e x t   o f   k i n   o f   a   h o m ici d e   v i c ti m ,   t h at   
a n y   i n f o r m a ti o n   g a i n e d   p ur s uan t   t o   C hap t e r   960 , F. S. ,   regard i n g   a n y   ca s e   h a n d led   
in   j uv e n ile   c o u rt,  m u s t   n o t   b e   re v ealed   to   a n y   o u t s ide   p a r t y ,   e x ce p t   as   rea s o n a b l y   
neces sar y in p ursu it o f le gal re med ies.

2 8 . T h e   ri gh t   to   k n o w   i n   certa i n   c ases   a n d   at   t h e   earlie s t   po ss ib l e   oppor  t un i t y ,   i f   t h e   
per  s o n   c h a r g e d   w i t h   a n   o f f en s e  t e st e d   po si t i v e   f o r   hu  m a n   i  m m u n o d e f i  c i  e n cy 
v i r u s   (HIV  )   i nf ec ti o n   a n d   h e p a titis  .   I n   s u c h   ca s e s ,   up o n   r e q u e s t   o f   t h e   
v i c ti m   o r   t h e  v i c ti m ’  s  l e g a l   gu a r d i a n ,   o r   t h e  p are  n t   o r   l e g a l   gu a r d i a n   o f   t h e   
v i c ti m   i f  t h e   v i c ti m   i s   a   m i n or ,  t h e   co u r t   s h a l l   o r d e r   s u c h   p er  s o n   t o   un d er  g o   

HI  V   a n d   h e p a titi  s   t e sti  n g .  I n   s o m e   ca s e s ,   y o u   c an   b e   n o t i f i e d   o f   t h e   res u lts   o f   
the test within two weeks o f the co urt’s receip t o f the res ults.

2 9 . T h e   r i gh t   t o   r e q u e s t ,   f o r   s pe c i f i c   c r i m e s ,   y o u r   h o m e   a n d   w o r k   tele p h o n e   
n u m b e r s ,   h o m e   a n d  w o rk   a dd res s es,   a n d   p e r s o n al   as s e t s   n o t   b e   d i s cl o s ed   to   
an yo ne.

3 0 . T h e   r i g h t   o f   a  v i ct im   o f   a  s e x u al   of f e n s e   t o   re q u e s t   t h e   pr e s e n ce   o f   a   v ict i m   
a d v o cate   d u ring   t h e   f o re n s ic   m e d ical   e x a m i n ati o n .  A n   a d v o ca t e   f r o m   a   certi f ied   
rap e cr isis center sha ll b e p er mitted to attend a n y fo rensic med ical exa mi na tion.

3 1 . N o   l a w   e nf orce  m e n t   o ff i ce r ,  p r o s ec u t i n g   a t t or n e y ,   o r  g o v er n m e n t   o f ficial   
s h all   a s k   o r   re q u ire   a   v ict i m   o f   a   s e x u a l   o f f e n s e   to   s u b m it   to   a   po l yg ra p h   
exa minatio n o r o ther trut h -tellin g d evice as a co nd itio n o f the i n v estiga tio n.

HELPFUL INFORMATION ON HO W TO OBTAIN AN
I NJUNCTION F OR PROTECTION/RESTRAINI NG ORD ER

Broward County Central Courthouse
Domestic Violence Division
201 S.E. 6th Street, Room 248
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301
Phone Number: 954-831-5570
Hours of Operation: 8:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. (Regular filings stop at 5:00 p.m.)

West Regional Courthouse
100 N. Pine Island Road, Room 180
Plantation, FL 33324
Phone Number: 954-831-5612
Hours of Operation: 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (Regular filings stop at 2:00 p.m.)
All filings after 2:00 p.m. must be filed at the Broward County Central 
Courthouse or through the e-Filing Portal.

Emergency Afterhours: Dom estic violence restraining  orders are av ailable  after 5:00 
p.m. and we ekends & h o l i d a y s .  I f   a   D o m e s t i c   V i o l e n c e   i n c i d e n t   o c c u r s   a f t e r h o u r s   
p l e a s e   c a l l   9 5 4 - 4 6 3 - 0 9 1 1   f o r   a f t e r h o u r s   p r o c e d u r e . 

THERE IS NO COST TO OBTAIN AN INJUNCTION FOR PROTECTION.

Victim Witness Assis tance

F o r   m an y   p e r s o ns ,   b e i n g   a  v i c t i m   o r   w i t n e s s   t o   a  c r i m e   i s   t h e i r   f ir s t   e x p e r i e n c e  wit h 
 t h e   c ri m i na l   j u s t i c e  s y s t em .   A   v i c ti m   a dv o c a t e   is   a v a i l a b l e   24   h o u r s   a   d a y  t o  a s s i s t   
v i c ti m s   w i t h   t h e   em o ti o n a l ,   p h y s i c a l ,  a n d   f i na n c i a l   t r a u m a   o ft e n   r e s u l t i n g  f r o m   a   c ri me .   
Y o u   m a y   co n t a c t   a   v i c t i m   a dv oca t e   d u r i n g   n o r m a l  bu s i n e s s   h ou r s  f o r   i nf o r m at io n   
an d   s up po r t   if   imme d i a te  a ss i s t an ce is   n ot  n ee d e d . A   v ictim  adv oc a te c a n   provi d e t h e  
following services:

 Crisis i ntervention cou nseling

 Pe rsonal a dvocacy

 Community information an d referrals

 Emotional support

 Coordination wit h police officers

 Court accompaniment

 Follow up counseling


